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For	the	15	Years	Since	9/11,	the	US	Has	Waged	an	Endless	
Campaign	of	Violence	in	the	Middle	East	

No	one	knows	how	many	American	bombs	have	gone	off	on	Middle	Eastern	soil.	
	
By	Gordon	McIntyre	
November	24,	2014	
 
	
One-third of British Columbians believe radicalized people live among us, according to a 
poll commissioned by The Province. 
 
The survey of 1,600 Canadian residents was conducted by the Angus Reid Institute, a 
non-partisan, not-for-profit research organization, in conjunction with the Canadian Race 
Relations Foundation and The Laurier Institution. 
 
Based on the survey, The Province has a four-part series on homegrown terrorism. 
Today, in Day 3 of the series, we examine how tolerant Canadians are of various 
religious symbols. 
 
Nearly 90 per cent of Canadians have no problem with a nun wearing her habit in public. 
Nor with a public display of a crucifix or a Star of David. 
 
And 80 per cent support the wearing of a kippa (a Jewish cap) in public, while three-
quarters have no problem with the wearing of a hijab, the scarf many Muslim women 
wear to cover their heads and chest, according to a poll by the Angus Reid Institute. 
But when it comes to wearing a Niqab, which covers a woman’s face, or carrying a 
kirpan, the ceremonial dagger baptized Sikhs are commanded to wear, three-quarters of 
Canadians are opposed. 
 
In B.C., there is a bit more tolerance than exists nationally, with two in five supporting 
the right to sport a niqab or kirpan. 
 
With all the violent news from the Middle East and the deadly attacks in Canada on two 
Canadian soldiers last month by Muslim fanatics, practitioners of Islam can’t be blamed 
if they hunkered down and expected the worst in backlash. 



ACTIVITY	#	 Anti-Islamophobia	Toolkit	 	

	 	

2	

Stereotyping is alive and well. “Whenever anyone associates acts of violence committed 
by an extremely small group that belongs to a very large population, that’s hatred or 
ignorance,” said Hani Faris, an adjunct professor of political science at UBC and Middle 
East expert. “There are 1.6 to 1.7 billion Muslims in the world, almost one out of every 
four people in the human race is Muslim. 
 
“To stereotype them all based on terrorist actions reflects an Islamophobic mentality.” 
Muslims try to fight back against extremists, who are so successful in getting their anti-
Western message out. 
 
The Islamic Social Services Association has joined with the RCMP to publish a 
handbook called United Against Terrorism. In it, the term “moderate Muslim” is labelled 
an oxymoron. 
 
What they probably mean is it’s redundant, which is reasonable. We don’t, as the 
association points out, talk of moderate Christians, moderate Jews or moderate atheists. 
 
Between the Islamic extremist and the Islamophobe, says Islamic Social Services, “lies 
the overwhelming majority of Canadians, Muslims and non-Muslims alike, whose voices 
of reason, compassion, mutual respect and pluralism are being drowned out by loud-
mouthed hate-mongers and sensational media headlines.” 
 
Even Muslim women are prone to double takes when they see the rare sight of a woman 
in niqab and burka (full body covering) on, say, the streets of Vancouver. 
 
“Even to me that looks foreign, something I’m not accustomed to seeing in the West,” 
said Richmond mom Sukaina Jaffer, a Muslim who came to Canada with her parents 
from Tanzania in 1975. 
 
She’s frustrated with the Muslim stereotype. The scarf is optional, her daughters and their 
friends choose whether or not to wear it. 
 
A quick poll of a half-dozen 11- and 12-year-old Muslim school girls revealed no major 
hassles. 
 
One girl reported friends avoiding her when she started wearing a scarf. 
 
But most said they get stares at the mall perhaps, some questions about why they wear a 
scarf, then conversation moves on to more important things, like what colour to polish 
their nails. 
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“I feel my religion gets hijacked by these (extremists),” said Jaffer, a biologist and 
teacher who began wearing a hijab as an adult after a pilgrimage. “There are phases of 
frustration and disappointment. 
 
“When I hear of a shooting, I think, ‘Please make it not be a Muslim,’ that’s my gut 
feeling.” 
 
If the aim of lashing out at Muslims after attacks such as the one in Ottawa last month is 
to somehow put them in their place, that’s a misguided sentiment at best. 
 
“Zenophobia and collective sanctions against identified ethnicities, religions or 
nationalities are likely to be counterproductive and may serve to exacerbate tensions,” 
writes SFU criminologist Rick Parent in a report on radicalization he co-authored: “No 
single group monopolizes extremism and violence.” 
 
North Americans in general don’t know much about Islam. You saw it from certain 
circles when word came out that a mosque was to be built near ground zero in New York, 
a mosque that had been planned well before 9/11. 
 
“In North American society, Islamophobia has existed, it’s nothing new,” said Hani Fais. 
“But it’s been taken to a much more pronounced phase since 9/11. 
 
In the U.S., not a week goes by without an attack on a mosque or a Muslim, said Fais, but 
that’s not the case in Canada. Canadian Muslims take heart in the story of the mosque 
that was vandalized in Cold Lake, Alta., a month ago. 
 
The next morning, dozens of non-Muslim townsfolk came to pitch in the cleanup effort, 
erasing hateful graffiti and putting things back together. 
 
“We’re fortunate to live in this part of the world, not struggling in a different part of the 
world,” Sukaina Jaffer said. “There are no bombs falling on us when we walk out the 
front door. “Jihad is a struggle we all face, not necessarily a holy war.” 
gordmcintyre@theprovince.com 
 
Do you support or oppose people wearing the following religious symbols or clothing in 
public? (National results) 
Hijab — 73 per cent support, 27 per cent oppose 
Nun’s habit — 88 per cent support, 12 per cent oppose 
Niqab — 27 per cent support, 73 per cent oppose 
Kippa — 80 per cent support, 20 per cent oppose 
Kirpan — 29 per cent support, 71 per cent oppose 
Star of David — 86 per cent support, 14 per cent oppose 
Crucifix — 89 per cent support, 11 per cent oppose 


